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TURKISH 
 

Examine this data set from Turkish and answer the questions below. 
 

 
 

1. Are there any minimal pairs with voiced and voiceless consonants in the data? If so, what are 
they? 

2. Are there any alternations? 

3. Specify the phonetic environments in which voiced and voiceless consonants alternate. 

4. Is this a case of allophony or allomorphy? Support your argument.    

5. What rules can account for the observed alternations?  

6. Provide sample derivations for the following words: [tat], [tada], [tatlar], [tattan], [buz], 
[buza], [buzlar], [buzdan]. In each case, explain why the rule does or does not apply. Be sure 
to show the morpheme boundaries in the underlying representations.  

7. How can you explain these alternations using a different theoretical framework, e.g., feature 
geometry or autosegmental phonology? 

8. Which theoretical framework provides the most elegant solution? Support your argument.  

 


